The Chefhire Petition for eftablishing of the Com-
mon-Prayer-Booke, and fupprefsion of Schi{fma-

tiques, prefented to the Kings Majeftie, and from him
recommended to the Houfe of Peers by the Lord Keeper.

To the Kings most Excellent Majeftie, and to the Right Honourable the Lords, and

the Honourable the Houfe of Commons Aflembled in Parliament.

The humble Petition of divers of the Nobility, Iuftices, Gentry, Miniflers, Free-
holders, and other Inhabitants of the County Palatine of Chefter, whofe names

are nominated in the Schedule annexed.

Your Petitioners will with all cheerfulnefle and contentation, affying in the happy fettlement of the diftractions both of
Church and State by His Majefties pious care, and the prudent and religious endevours of this Honourable Aflembly, & with
due humility and obedience, fubmitting to the unanimous conclufions thereof, yet conceive them{elves bound in duty,

turbulent and ill difpofed {pirits, are fuch, as give not onely occafion of prefent difcontent to

your Petitioners but feeme to import fome 1ll event without early prevention.

The pure {eed of our faith, (the dotrine of the true Reformed Proteftant Religion, eftablifhed
by {o many A¢ts of Parliament, and {o harmoniouily concurring with the confeflions of all other Re-
formed Churches, being tainted with the Tares of divers Sets and Schifimes lately {prung up amongit us.

Our pious, laudable, and ancient forme of Divine Service, compofed by the holy Martyrs, and worthy
inftruments of Reformation eftablifhed by the prudent Sages of State (your religious Predeceflors)
honored by the approbation of many learned forraigne Divines, fubfcribed by the Miniftery of the whole
Kingdome, and with fuch generall content received by all the Laity, that {carce any family or perfon that
can read, but are furnithed with the Bookes of Common Prayer: In the con{cionable ufe whereof many
Chriftian hearts have found unfpeakeable joy and comfort, wherein the famous Church of E#gland our
deare Mother hath juft caufe to glory; And may the long flourith in the practife of {o blefled a Lyzurgze;
yet it is now, not onely depraved by many of thofe who fhould teach conformity to eftablithed Lawes, but
in contempt thereof in many places wholly neglected. All thefe daily practifed, with confidence, without
punifthment: To the great dejection of many {found Proteftants, and occafioning {o great infultation and
rejoycing in fome Separatifts, as they not onely {feeme to portend, but menace fome great alteration; And
not containing themfelves within the bounds of civill government, doe commit many tumultuous (if not
facrilegious) violences both by day and night upon divers Churches.

Therefore your Petitioners being all very apprehenfive of the dangerous confequences of Innovation:
and much {candalized at the prefent diforders,

H umbly to reprefent to your mature confiderations, that the prefent diforders of many

Doe all unanimoufly pray,

That there be admitted no Innovation of Doltrine or Lyturgie, that holy publike Servrvice being fo faf? rooted by
a long fetled continuance in this Church, that in our Opinion and Fudgements it cannot bee altered (unleffe by
the advice and confent of Jome Nationall Synode) without an univerfall difcontent. And that fome [peedy
courfe be taken to fuppre/fe fuch Schifmatiques and Separatsfls, whofe factions [pirits doe evidently endanger the
peace both of Church and State.

And your Petitioners [ball ever pray, .

The Petition Signed by Lords, Knights, Juftices of the Peace, and Efquires, 94.
By Gentlemen of quality, 44.0. By Divines, 86.
By Freeholders and others, in all. 8936.
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