WEDNESDAY SECOND BEFORE ADVENT C
ST HELEN'S, ABINGDON 19 NOVEMBER 2025

ke

Revelation 4 / Luke 19.11—28

Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty.
»J« In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the I—Ioly Spirit — Amen

he Lectionary has been doubling down on the Last Days since the end
Tof October, since All Saints and All Souls. I think whereas we used to
read and preach through the Four Last Things during Advent, some bright
spark decided that it was more important to use Advent to build up to
feelings of Christmas cheer than to warn people about death, judgment,
heaven, and hell. Imagine, for example, the possible John Lewis holiday
television adverts based on the Four Last Things! Tesco could remind us of
our ultimate judgement before the throne of Christ, and conclude by
reminding us that ‘every little helps. I don’t know quite how Aldi’s family of
animated carrots could work for a Four Last Things theme, unless perhaps
Kevin the Carrot were judged by Gordon Ramsay who might decide the
Vegetable should be elevated into an imperishable salad bar with his mates, or
consigned toa boﬂing stewpot filled with the hottest ﬁery chilli. However
you figure it, gift-giving, film stars, and cute children sell better than
warnings that each of us will one day hear our destiny pronounced by the
All-Holy God, for good or... not.

Now, Il won’t try to convince Mother Jen to defy the Iectionary and
condemn the advertising industry, in order to re-introduce the Four Last
Things in Abingdon Parish. But there’s more to be said for Advent asa
season for judgement than one might think. Most importantly, the cha]lenge

of the Four Last Things in Advent is answered by the birth of Jesus: the first



of the Last Things is death, but Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. The
second Last Thing is judgement, but Jesus says ‘T do not judge anyone who
hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world,
but to save the world. The third Last Thing is Heaven, where Jesus assures
us that he has gone to prepare a place for us. And the fourth Last Thing is
Hell, but Jesus is the very Word of God who abides in us, so that we have
overcome the Evil One. So the Christmas birth of Jesus undoes Death,
acquits us from ]udgement, prepares for us many mansions in Heaven, and
shields us from Hell.

But to be fair, we can say much the same thing of this coming Sunday’s
Feast of Christ the Universal King; since these are the last Sundays of the
Church’s year, 1t's ﬁtting that they be given to the hair—raising visions, the
devastating disasters, the terrifying monsters with eyes all around them and
even inside... and the dire divine decrees from the prophets and apostles and
evangelists. Whether we we locate the Four Last Things in Advent, in the
run-up to the Feast of the Incarnation, or observe the Four Last Things at
autumn’s end of Ordinary Time in the Sundays after All Saints, the run-up
to the Feast of Christ the King — either way, our answer to Deeath,
]udgement, Heaven and Hell is that through Jesus Christ, we are children of

God, sinners set free for eternal life by Prince of Peace, the I—Ioly, I—Ioly, I—Ioly
Lord God Almighty —

»J« In the Name of the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit —

Amen



Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God
and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him
in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



